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Following the 2020 Census count, New Jersey is now undergoing the decennial
redistricting and apportionment of its congressional and legislative map. Latinos comprise 20.9%
of NJ’s total population! but only 10% of NJ’s state legislature? and 0% of the Apportionment
Commission®. New Jersey also continues to lag behind in Latino representation in top political
appointments. Latinos continue to be disproportionately affected by NJ’s lack of affordable
housing, trapped in segregated school districts, and lack access to their basic every day civil
rights such as language and translation in courts and healthcare. The most recent example of the
impact of structural racism on Latino communities in NJ includes the 361 Latino men who
represented 43% of coronavirus deaths in people under 50%. However, there is now an
opportunity for NJ to put forward a fair and accurate redistricting effort that can respect the
power of the Latino vote. This is especially important for a new generation of Latinx voters with
Latinx youth comprising 21.8% of NJ’s school-age children.

The redistricting process provides an opportunity to create a fairer New Jersey, one in
which Latinos have appropriate representation at the state and federal levels. We aim to advocate
for appropriate congressional and state legislative districts. These districts must respect our
communities of interest and ensure that our communities are neither “packed” or “cracked,” so
that our influence is not diluted. There are opportunities to create greater Latino representation
both in the North and South of NJ. In the last 10 years, our communities have branched out
across the state and that needs to be represented in the future map.

The Latino Action Network Foundation (LAN Foundation) is a 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization geared toward civil rights, equity, inclusion, & empowerment of Latina/o/x,
immigrant, and low-income communities in NJ.
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